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LA CROSSE COUNTY 
OWI TREATMENT COURT PROGRAM 

 
POLICIES AND PROCEDURES MANUAL 

 
INTRODUCTION 
15th Revision 6/09 

 
 MISSION STATEMENT 
 

“The OWI Treatment Court mission is to protect the public and treat victims of OWI 
offenses fairly by holding offender’s accountable, changing destructive behavior and 

reducing OWI recidivism through intensive court supervision and treatment.” 
  
 
OWI Treatment Courts are built upon a unique partnership between the criminal justice 
system and the treatment community, one which structures treatment intervention around 
the authority and personal involvement of the OWI Treatment Court Judge.  OWI 
Treatment Courts are also dependent upon the creation of a non-adversarial courtroom 
atmosphere where a single judge and a dedicated team of court officers and staff work 
together toward a common goal of breaking the cycle of alcohol abuse and criminal 
behavior. 
 
Because of the unique problems and opportunities that present themselves in working 
with alcohol-involved criminal offenders, treatment and rehabilitation strategies must be 
“reality-based.”  OWI Treatment Court Programs must therefore recognize: 
 

• Addicts are most vulnerable to successful intervention when they are in the 
crisis of initial arrest and incarceration, so intervention must be immediate and 
up-front. 

 
• Preventing gaps in communication and ensuring offender accountability are 
critically important.  Therefore, court supervision must be highly coordinated and 
very comprehensive. 

 
• Addiction to alcohol is a longstanding, debilitating and insidious condition; so 
treatment must be long-term and comprehensive. 

 
• Addiction to alcohol seldom exists in isolation from other serious problems that 
undermine rehabilitation, so treatment must include integration of other available 
services and resources such as educational assessments, vocational assessments 
and training and job placement. 
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• Relapse and intermittent advancement are part of the recovery process; so 
progressive sanctions and incentives must be integral to the OWI Treatment Court 
strategy. 

 
The goals of the La Crosse County OWI Treatment Court Program are: 
 

• Reduce alcohol related crimes, 
• Reduce offender contacts with the criminal justice system, 
• Reduce costs associated with criminal case processing and rearrest, 
• Introduce offenders to an ongoing process of recovery designed to achieve total 
abstinence from alcohol and illicit/illegal drugs; and 
• Promote self-sufficiency and empower substance abusers to become productive 
and responsible members of the community. 

 
 
I.  ELIGIBILITY STANDARDS 
Persons meeting the following criteria will be considered for admission to the La Crosse 
County OWI Treatment Court Program. 
 

A. Residence 
1.  Resident of La Crosse County at the time of the conviction  
2. Non-resident with a La Crosse County conviction and be able to 

participate in the OWI Treatment Court Program from his or her 
residence.   

3. A person convicted of an OWI offense in La Crosse County but resides in 
another county may complete the jail sentence in his or her county of 
residence in the work release facility.    

4. Convicted of a third or higher OWI offense. Or 
5. Convicted of a second offense and assesses as dependent.  
6. Each defendant eligible for participation in the program shall be 

interviewed by staff.  
7. The OWI Treatment Court participant must voluntarily agree to abide by 

the OWI Treatment Court Program rules. As participation is voluntary no 
agency can mandate participation.  

8. See “Eligibility Standards Addendum” for additional situations.  
9. See Appendices III and IV. 

 
II. TERMINATION 
Any participant who has been arrested for a subsequent OWI offense while 
participating in the OWI Treatment Court shall be expelled from the OWI Treatment 
Court upon a finding of probable cause by the judge and treatment court team from a 
criminal complaint.  The participant may petition for re-admission within 30 days of 
expulsion.  The petition must allege facts sufficient to establish a probability that the 
participant has been wrongly accused.  The petition shall be heard at the next OWI 
Treatment Court session by the judge and treatment court team.  The expulsion shall 
not disqualify a participant from being admitted to the OWI Treatment Court for the 
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subsequent offense if the sentencing judge deems participation to be an appropriate 
condition of the sentence. (6/09) 
 
An OWI Treatment Court participant may be terminated from the OWI Treatment Court 
Program for the following: 

1. Commission of a violent crime. 
2. Failure to attend scheduled OWI Treatment Court hearings as a result of 
incarceration. 
3. Any participant who has failed to participate in OWI Treatment Court for 30 
consecutive days shall be expelled from the OWI Treatment Court without a 
hearing. A commitment order shall be issued to serve the balance of the 
sentence without release. The participant may petition for re-admittance by 
filing a petition within 10 days of commitment. The petition shall be considered 
by the treatment court team at the next team meeting and decided by the OWI 
Treatment Court Judge during the court session following the hearing. The 
team may extend the time frames in the interest of justice (6/09) 
 
4. Evidence indicating that the OWI Treatment Court participant is involved with 
substance abuse or assaultive behavior. 
5. Any other grounds that the OWI Treatment Court finds sufficient for expulsion. 

 
PROCESS FOR EXPULSION 

 
• A Motion for Expulsion may be made by any member of the OWI 

Treatment Court team.  
• There must be a second to the expulsion motion for the team to consider it.   
• The Motion for Expulsion will be discussed at the client’s next scheduled 

court date.   
• The OWI Treatment Court team will meet with the OWI Treatment Court 

participant without the presence of the OWI Treatment Court Judge. 
• The participant may be represented by counsel at the meeting.  
• Upon a majority vote, a recommendation for expulsion will be made to the 

OWI Treatment Court Judge. If there is no majority vote for expulsion, the 
expulsion candidate will continue in the OWI Court Program. 

• If the OWI Treatment Court team recommends expulsion, the matter will 
be set for a hearing before the OWI Treatment Court Judge the same day. 

•  The Motion for Expulsion hearing will be on the record in open court. 
• If the OWI Treatment Court Judge agrees that there is a basis to grant the 

Motion for Expulsion, findings and conclusions will be made on the 
record, and the OWI Treatment Court participant will be removed from 
the program and the remaining sentence will be imposed. 

• Expulsion from the OWI Treatment Court may result in revocation of 
probation.  
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Voting members include one representative from the following agencies:  Justice 
Sanctions, Department of Corrections, Treatment Provider, Defense Attorney, and 
District Attorney’s Office.   

 
III. VOLUNTARY REMOVAL OR TRANSFER TO ANOTHER COUNTY 

A. An OWI Treatment Court participant will have the option to disenroll from 
the OWI Treatment Court Program.  

1. Participant will sign a Withdrawal Waiver indicating his or her 
understanding that disenrollment is final. (See Appendix 1) 

       
B. A person convicted of an OWI in La Crosse County may complete the OWI 

Treatment Court Program in a different county if accepted by that county.  
Upon proof of acceptance, the OWI Treatment Court coordinator will contact 
the sentencing court and request an amended judgment of conviction.  

 
IV. OWI TREATMENT COURT TEAM 

                The OWI Treatment Court team shall consist of the following: 
 

a. A Circuit Court Judge. 
b. A representative from the District Attorney's Office. 
c. A representative from the Public Defender's Office. 
d. A Probation and Parole Agent. 
e. An OWI Treatment Court Social Worker. 
f. Treatment Provider. 

 
V. REFERRAL PROCESS FROM COURT TO CHEMICAL HEALTH 

JUSTICE SANCTIONS (See Appendix IX) 
 
• If the client referred has a felony conviction for OWI the court will determine if 

the pre-sentence report will be an Assess Inform Measure (AIM) or the Pre-
sentence Investigation (PSI). The court will not order both reports. 

 
• Upon conviction and on the day of sentencing, the court will instruct the possible 

participant to immediately report to Justice Sanctions.   
 
• The potential participant will sign the “OWI Court Pre-Participation Guidelines” 

that outline responsibilities until a decision regarding participation.  
 

• The people who present at Chemical Health and Justice Sanctions will be 
informed of the OWI Court Program, and if he or she is going to enroll, testing 
will begin immediately.  

 
• If a referred person doesn’t know if he or she will be participating, that person 

will be given ONE WEEK to decide.  
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• At the end of the week, Justice Sanctions will attempt to contact those who have 
not yet communicated a decision. 

 
• If no contact is made or if Justice Sanctions doesn’t hear from the potential 

participant, a letter will be sent to the participant and the jail informing them that 
the person will not be participating.  

 
People who do not contact Justice Sanctions when referred by the court will also be 
given one week to make contact before the non-participation letter is sent.  

 
 
 
VI. ADMISSION PROCESS 

2nd -4th Offense OWI 
 

1. Upon Plea - Traffic Court refers Client to Justice Sanctions.  
 
2. Justice Sanctions staff screens for possible participation.  

 
3. Client declines participation. 

a. Court notification/Jail 
OR 

4. Client agrees to participate. 
 
5. Refer client for chemical dependency assessment. 

 
6.  Court Date    

Chemical Dependency Assessment 
1. The assessment will be completed and forwarded to the treatment team for 

implementation. 
 

OWI Offense Where Probation is an Option 
(exception – 4th offense follows the process outlined previously) 

 
1. The defendant or the defense attorney will make a request to the court for 

participation in OWI Treatment Court. 
a. The request can be made pre or post plea. 

 
2. The prosecuting and defense attorney will be notified of the request. 
 
3. The defendant will be evaluated for participation in the program.  
        a. The court may order a pre-sentence investigation or an AIM   
  assessment.  
 
4. If a person has been killed, injured, or there was property damage as a result of          
      the offense, the court will make a referral to Coulee Region Mediation and 
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      Restorative Justice (CRMR). 
 
5.   CRMRJ will provide mediation services for referred clients. 
 
6. The final report will be sent to the court, defendant or defense attorney, and              
      prosecuting attorney.  The report will be considered by the court at sentencing.                                    

             
7. OWI felony offenses  prior to the start of OWI treatment court were given    

            an average jail/prison sentence of 14 months (425 days). Judges agreed to use the  
 14 months figure to determine bed days saved. 
                                        
 
VII. CONTESTED CHARGES   
A person charged with an OWI offense may contest the offense and remain eligible for 
participation in the OWI Treatment Court Program. 
 
VIII. COURT PROCEEDINGS 
 
The OWI Treatment Court Calendar is a priority and will be a specialized, separate 
Court, operating on an as needed basis, and dedicated to the evaluation, treatment and 
supervision of eligible and suitable offenders.  The OWI Treatment Court shall be held as 
scheduled.  A closed staffing will take place prior to court or as otherwise directed by the 
OWI Treatment Court Judge.  All OWI Treatment Court participants must be at court 
unless otherwise excused by the OWI Treatment Court Judge or an OWI Treatment Court 
social worker.  Clients will stay for the entire court hearing unless given prior approval to 
leave early or treatment is scheduled for that time.  
   
At the staffing, the OWI Treatment Court team will advise the OWI Treatment Court 
Judge of the progress or any violation of each OWI Treatment Court participant.  During 
each OWI Treatment Court hearing, the OWI Treatment Court Judge will discuss the 
case with each OWI Treatment Court participant and any relevant party.  Sanctions and 
Incentives may be addressed. All sessions will be held “off the record,” except when a 
client is incarcerated or expelled.   
 
IX  OWI TREATMENT COURT TEMPORARY PROTOCOL (Appendix XI ) 
The problem-solving court approach is one that has been rapidly growing nationwide 
throughout the justice system over the last few decades.  The most commonly known 
problem-solving court is the drug-treatment court but a wide range of specialized courts 
including mental health, juvenile, domestic violence, re-entry, etc., are being developed 
to specifically address the underlying issues related to criminal behavior.  These courts 
work across disciplines and with other institutions to deploy interventions that treat the 
offender while also holding them accountable for criminal actions.  (Wisconsin Supreme 
Court) 
 
Until an agent is permanently appointed to the OWI Treatment Court the following 
protocol will be utilized:  
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1.  Within in the first week of each month, OWI Treatment Court Coordinators will send 
reports to the La Crosse County Department of Corrections Supervisors with the 
following information:   

a. OWI Treatment Court participants who are on supervision  
b. The supervising agent 
 

2.  The OWI Treatment Court Team will inform DOC Staff of the following information 
no later than the next business day: 
 a. New charges or arrests 
 b. Positive tests 
 c. Court ordered detentions/releases 
 d. Dates of expulsion hearing 
 
3.  OWI Treatment Court/Probation Status Reports are only to be completed and sent to 
the court the Thursday before court if one of the following actions listed below occur:         

a. New charges or arrests 
b. Positive tests  
c. Violation (Attach DOC 5 to report) 
d. Apprehension Request issued 

 
4.  DOC staff will notify OWI Treatment Court staff by Email within one business day if 
the following action occurs. 

a. Custody/Release 
 
5.  The OWI Treatment Court coordinators will email the Treatment Court’s response to 
the Department of Corrections report within two business days of the participant’s court    
appearance.  
 
6.  Participants in OWI Treatment Court will be detained under the Mandatory Detention 
Policy according to 7.1.06 
 
7. Information sharing and direct dialogue is critical during expulsion hearings.  The 
agent may attend expulsion hearings and provide the OWI Treatment Court Team with a 
verbal summary of the participant’s adjustment. 
  
X. OWI TREATMENT COURT FILES  
 
OWI Treatment Court records are separate and distinct from Circuit Court files and 
District Attorneys Office files.  All OWI Treatment Court records are confidential and are 
not open to the general public.  All such files shall be under the sole and exclusive control 
of the OWI Treatment Court Judge and the assigned representative from the District 
Attorneys Office, as appropriate, and not the Clerk of Court or other staff members in the 
District Attorneys Office.  All files shall be maintained in a confidential manner. 
 
XI. TREATMENT 
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The La Crosse County OWI Treatment Court Program shall consist of three phases.  The 
OWI Treatment Court Judge, upon recommendation of the OWI Treatment Court team, 
shall determine promotions to a higher phase.  
 
PHASE I 
The minimum requirements for successful completion of Phase I are: 

• Compliance with the recommended Chemical Health treatment plan. 
• Participation in support groups at a minimum of 3 times per week including a  

             minimum of one traditional support meeting i.e.: AA, NA, Treatment meetings,            
             or  as established by the team. Non traditional meetings must be approved by  
             social worker. (See Policy Appendix II). 

• Twice per month appearances before the OWI Treatment Court Judge  
           unless the team  determines  more court support is appropriate. 

• Office visits with an OWI Treatment Court social worker as needed. 
• Home visits with an OWI Treatment Court social worker, a probation agent, a 

police officer or Justice Sanction’s staff as needed. (See Appendix VIII) 
• Avoidance of any premises where the major source of business is alcohol sales  

           i.e.: Bars, Beer Tents, etc 
• No consumption of NA (Non-alcoholic) Beer/Wine  
• Comply with alcohol and drug testing. 
• Identify a plan for structured time management (work, school, support groups, 

treatment, volunteer work, etc). Orientation Group will assist with plan 
development. 

• Comply with jail time/electronic monitoring 
• Must attend a Victim Impact Panel in Phase I (or Phase II) 
• Driving privileges will be determined by the team after reviewing the 

participant’s compliance with the rules.  If you do not have a license you are NOT 
allowed to drive any motorized vehicle.  

• Completion of other conditions, as determined by the team. 
• Application must be made to the court for phase advancement.  You may attach 

letters of support for advancement.   The Phase I Participant’s Requirement form 
must be submitted 2 weeks prior to phasing.  

• A Minimum of 90 consecutive days of total abstinence from the use of alcohol, 
illegal or non-prescribed drugs. 

• The maximum length of time a participant is allowed to remain in Phase I is 240 
days.  If a client has participated for 240 days without phasing the team may make 
a motion to expel.  The participant may petition the team for an extension of time 
in Phase I. 

PHASE II 
The minimum requirements for a successful completion of Phase II are: 

• Compliance with the recommended Chemical Health treatment plan. 
• Participation in support groups at a minimum of 2 times per week including at   

              least one traditional support meeting i.e.: AA, NA, Treatment meetings, or as     
              established  by the team. Non traditional meetings must be approved by social  
              worker. (See Policy Appendix II) 

• Monthly appearances before the OWI Treatment Court Judge unless the    
              team determines more court support is appropriate. 

• Office visits with OWI Treatment Court social worker as needed. 
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• As needed home visits with an OWI Treatment Court social worker, a probation 
agent, a police officer or Justice Sanctions staff. (See Appendix VIII). 

• Avoidance of any premises where the major source of business is alcohol sales  
              i.e.: Bars, Beer Tents, etc. 

• No consumption of NA (Non-alcoholic) Beer/Wine  
• Comply with alcohol and drug testing. 
• Update the plan for structured time management (work, school, support groups,  

              treatment, volunteer work, etc) as necessary. 
• Attend a Victim Impact Panel if not completed in Phase 1. (See Appendix VI) 
• Driving privileges will be determined by the team after reviewing the 

participant’s compliance with the rules.  If you do not have a license you are 
NOT allowed to drive any motorized vehicle.  

• Establish a payment plan for court fines and restitution. Contact Amy 785-9573 
to set this up 

• Pay for and comply with Driver’s Safety Plan Assessment 
• Completion of other conditions as determined by the team. 
• Application must be made to the court for phase advancement.  You may attach 

letters of support for advancement.  Phase II requirement form must be submitted 
2 weeks prior to phasing.            

• An additional 120 consecutive days of total abstinence from the use of alcohol, 
illegal or non- prescribed drugs. 

PHASE III 
The minimum requirements for a successful completion of Phase III are: 

• Compliance with the recommended Chemical Health treatment plan. 
• Participation in support groups at a minimum of 2 times per week including at   

             least one traditional support meeting i.e.: AA, NA, Treatment meetings, or as     
             established  by the team. Non traditional meetings must be approved by social  
             worker. (See Policy Appendix II) 

• Appearances before the OWI Treatment Court Judge will be determined by the 
team. At minimum  the court appearances will be 60 days into phase 3, 120 days 
into phase 3, and the final appearance for commencement at approximately 150 
days.  

• Office visits as needed  
• Home visits as determined by the team. (See Appendix VIII). 
• Avoidance of any premises where the major source of business is alcohol sales  

              i.e.: Bars, Beer Tents, etc  
• No consumption of NA (Non-alcoholic) Beer/Wine 
• Comply with alcohol and drug testing. 
• Update the plan for structured time management (work, school, support groups,  

            treatment, volunteer work, etc). as necessary. 
• Maintain a payment plan for court fines and restitution 
• Comply with Driver Safety Plan in progress. 
• Completion of other conditions, as determined by the team. 
• Must complete Relapse Prevention Plan prior to Graduation.  

            Contact Brayer 785-5625. 
• The OWI Treatment Court team must indicate approval commence. 
• A minimum of an additional 150 consecutive days of total abstinence from the 

use of alcohol, illegal or non-prescribed drugs.              
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• Prior to Graduation, contact Becky Spanjers for an exit interview 784-4895. 
(6/09) 

            
(NOTE:  These are minimum supervision/testing standards.  Any participant is subject to 
testing at any time.  The Testing Protocol is set forth in section XV.) 
 
The participant does not have to accumulate 360 consecutive days of absolute sobriety to 
commence.  Commencement will be decided by the team on an individual basis and will 
occur after successful completion of all phases. 
 
ACCELERATED ADVANCEMENT:   
Court participants required to start over in the phase may request consideration for 
accelerated advancement in a phase or accelerated graduation after the participant has 
completed the minimum time for completion of the phase and no sooner than following 
the start over date for the phase. The decision will be based on the team’s assessment 
as to whether the violation appears to be an isolated and mitigated violation or whether 
it is part of a pattern of violations.   A written  request must be submitted to the OWI 
Treatment Court Clinical coordinator who will bring the request to the team for 
discussion the next scheduled team meeting. There will not be back dating phase dates 
to the original eligibility date. (6/09) 
 
EXPULSION HEARINGS: A Hearing is always required, no automatic expulsions.  

• Voting Abstention in Expulsion Hearings: Conflict should be discussed with team 
to promote voting process. Abstaining should not occur.  

 
DISENROLLING verses UNSUCCESSFUL COMPLETION OF OWI COURT: 
(See Appendix I) If a participant decides to leave the Court WITHIN THE FIRST 60 
days, it will be considered a disenrollment.  If the participant leaves the Court AFTER 60 
days, it will be considered unsuccessful.  
 
GRADUATION AND PENDING OAR:  If there is a pending OAR the participant will 
graduate as the participant had already been sanctioned from the Court upon the OAR 
arrest.  
  
XI. RESTITUTION 
Restitution will be ordered by the court on an individual basis.   
 
Restitution will be collected at the Clerk of Courts, 333 Vine Street, La Crosse, WI.  The 
traffic clerk will inform OWI Treatment Court case managers of the amount of restitution 
owed. 
 
XII. COMMENCEMENT 
Upon successful completion of all three phases, including a good faith effort toward 
payment of all assessed fees and restitution, and upon recommendation of the OWI 
Treatment Court team, the OWI Treatment Court Judge shall declare the OWI Treatment 
Court participant a graduate of the OWI Treatment Court Program.  The commencement 
ceremony will recognize successful completion of all required phases. 
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XIII. ALUMNI ASSOCIATION 
Upon graduation, all OWI Treatment Court Program Graduates will be invited to join the 
Alumni Association.  The rules of the Alumni Association shall be established by the 
members of the Alumni Association and with the approval of the OWI Treatment Court 
Judge. 
 
XIV. SUPERVISION/TESTING 
A critical component of successful OWI Treatment Court participation involves intense 
supervision and random testing to determine compliance with the rules of the OWI 
Treatment Court Program.   
 
XV. TESTING PROTOCOL (See Appendix VII and X) 
Each client is subject to random testing for the purpose of detecting the unauthorized use 
of alcohol or unauthorized use of controlled substances under the following program: 
 
The OWI Treatment Court Judge, an OWI Treatment Court social worker, the 
Department of Probation and Parole, the Treatment Providers, the La Crosse County 
Department of Human Services, and any officer or deputy working with the OWI 
Treatment Court Program may request testing of the OWI Treatment Court participant at 
any time. 
 
Upon request, the OWI Treatment Court participant shall immediately deliver the 
requested sample. If a sample is not produced, is not of sufficient quantity, or is 
adulterated in any way, it will be treated as a positive sample for the presence of alcohol 
or unauthorized drugs.  Testing may include the use of: 

• Preliminary Breath Tests 
• Home Alcohol Testing Equipment (6/09) 
• SCRAM 
• Drug testing equipment   

Prior to delivering the sample, the OWI Treatment Court participant will be asked 
whether or not the test will be positive.  If the OWI Treatment Court participant 
acknowledges that the test will be positive, it will be the considered a positive test, and 
the test may not take place 
 
Carbohydrate Deficient Transferrin testing may not be utilized by OWI Treatment Court 
participants. 
 
Missed Tests – Missed tests will be presumed to be a positive test and progressive 
sanctions will be imposed and may begin with a verbal warning.  Subsequent missed 
tests will be given further sanctions.  (6/09) 
 
Phase 3 – A client who misses a test will be ordered to appear in front of the court 
prior to the next scheduled court date. (6/09) 
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Positive Tests – Any positive test will result in an appearance at the next OWI Treatment 
Court session even if the presiding judge is different.  Upon testing positive for drugs or 
alcohol, the Driver Safety Plan assessor will be informed of the positive test, which may 
result in “non-compliance” and the loss of driving privileges.  
 
Diluted Tests – Upon testing positive for diluting the urine sample by fluid consumption, 
the client will be given a warning for the first positive test for dilution.  Any further tests 
will be considered positive tests.  
 
Phase III participants who do NOT have a history of drug use will be tested on an 
individualized basis.  
 
Testing Protocol When Approved for Travel:  Testing upon return from the trip only. 
 
TESTING COLORS 
 
Testing Colors for PBT and UA’s 
Testing is available 365 days a year. 

 
XVI. INCENTIVES AND SANCTIONS 
Incentives may include 

1. Reduced jail time. 
2. Reduced fines. 
3. Reduced fees. 
4. Earlier driver’s license reinstatement. 
5. Bus Tokens 
6. Gift Certificates 
7. Positive team interaction 
8. Obtain an occupational driver’s license 
9. Phasing 
10. Removal of ignition interlock device. 
11. Assistance with dental care. 
12. Assistance with employment. 
13. Removal of curfew. 
14. Removal of an electronic monitoring device. 

 
Any violations of the rules of the OWI Treatment Court Program may result in the 
immediate imposition of interventions or sanctions, as determined by the OWI Treatment 
Court Judge.  Sanctions can include, but are not limited to, the following: 

Jail 
Curfew 
Electronic Monitoring 
Increased Supervision 
Day Reporting 
Team Administrative Sanctions (reduce phasing) 
Community Service 
Completing an essay 
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Interventions can include, but are not limited to, the following: 

Increased Alcohol Testing 
Increased Support Groups 
Warnings 
Team Intervention 
Increased treatment 
 

XVII. COSTS 
 
Each participant will be responsible for the following costs: 
 Driver Safety Plan - $348.00 (2009) 
 Fines 
 Fees 
 Restitution will be determined on an individual basis and ordered by the court. 
 Electronic Monitoring Equipment 
  Global Positioning Units - $10.00/day 
  Electronic Monitoring - $10.00/day 
  MEMS – stand alone - $5.00/day.  Included in cost of electronic  
   monitoring 
  SCRAM Units - $15.00/day 
 
Failure to Pay Fines - If an OWI Treatment Court participant is delinquent in the payment 
of fines the information will be relayed to the OWI Treatment Court social worker to 
include in the weekly client information sheet to the OWI Treatment Court team. 
   
XVIII. COMMUNICATION BETWEEN TEAM MEETINGS (Appendix XII). 
 
Upon situations requiring team attention outside of the scheduled team meeting, the 
following procedure will be followed. 
 

1. The person receiving the request will contact the treatment court supervisor to 
determine if the situation is a crisis requiring immediate attention.  If the 
supervisor is unavailable, a probation supervisor or the Justice Sanctions manager 
may be consulted. 

2. If determined the situation is a crisis, the following people will be contacted:  the 
judge, the probation agent, the prosecutor, the defense attorney, the coordinator, 
and the treatment representative.  Contact may be made by phone or email. 

3. The supervisor will allow one hour for responses.  If no response is received, the 
supervisor will make the decision without input from the entire team. 

 
 
XVIV. IRRESPONSIBLE USERS (See Appendix V) 
          (2nd Offenses Only) 
Irresponsible users will be determined by the assessment.  Irresponsible users will be 
treated as a non-OWI sentence. 
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Admission Process 
The admission process will follow the process previously outlined in the manual. 
 
Court Appearances 
The participant will not be required to make any court appearances. 
  
 
Drug and Alcohol Testing 
Alcohol testing – weekly until commencement 
Drug testing – monthly until commencement 
 
Sentence 
Each person convicted of OWI 2nd offense and assessed as an irresponsible user will be 
required to spend 48 hours in jail and the remainder of the jail time on electronic 
monitoring.  Good time will be determined and credited to the client. 
 
 
Electronic Monitoring 
Clients will be on electronic monitoring for the remainder of the sentence minus good 
time. 
 
Violations 
Any missed or positive drug or alcohol tests OR late alcohol tests will result in 
incarceration for the remainder of the sentence. 
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APPENDIX I 
La Crosse County OWI Treatment Court 

Notice of Participants Withdrawal and Waiver of Court Hearing (6/09) 
 

Name: ____________________________________  Case No. _________________ 
 

1. I understand that participation in the OWI Treatment Court is voluntary. 
2. I have decided to withdraw from participation in the OWI Treatment Court. 
3. I have made this decision voluntarily and with free will understanding that: 

a. I may consult with an attorney if I wish.   
b. This is a final decision and I may not be re-enrolled in OWI Treatment 

Court as part of this sentence. 
c. I will not be eligible for electronic monitoring or other services through 

Justice Sanctions for this sentence. 
d. I understand that I will serve the remaining portion of my sentence in the 

La Crosse County jail without release for any reason. 
e. The amount of jail time left to serve and/or my release date will be 

determined by the La Crosse County Sheriff’s Department. 
4. I understand that I must select a date to report to the jail within one week of 

today’s date.  I will report to the jail at 6 p.m. on _______________. 
5. I also waive my right to a hearing in front of the OWI Treatment Court Judge on 

the issue of my voluntary withdrawal from OWI Treatment Court. 
 
 
Dated this _______ of _______________, _____ 
 
 
________________________________________ 
Client Signature 
 
 
________________________________________ 
OWI Treatment Court Representative 
 
 

 
C:  Client 

Jail 
Clerk of Court 
Justice Sanctions 
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APPENDIX II 
 

LA CROSSE COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES 
POLICY AND PROCEDURES 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      POLICY TITLE:  Support Meeting Requirements  
 
      PURPOSE:  To identify what support meetings will be accepted toward phasing    
                            and commencement 
 
       POLICY/[PROCEDURE:  
 
       Pre-Participation Support Meetings. 
 

1. Any support meetings attended prior to signing the pre-participation guidelines will not 
be counted for any reason.   

 
     Participant Support Meetings: 
 

1. Meetings may not be “banked” for future use. 
2. In all phases there must be at least one traditional recovery support meeting in 

each week (example: AA, NA, Smart Recovery).   
3. All non-traditional meetings must be reviewed with social worker for approval. 
4. If weekly meeting requirements are not met, the participant will attend more 

meetings in the following weeks to meet the phase expectations.  
5. Voluntary community service may count as a non-traditional meeting based on 

the following: 
a. Prior approval by the social worker or the community service 

specialist. 
b. For every two hours of voluntary community service you may take 

credit for one support meeting.   
      
 
 
 

SECTION:   
Justice Sanctions 

SUBJECT:  Clarification of Accepted Support 
Meetings to Phase or Commence 

PREPARED BY: 
Jane Klekamp 

MANAGER APPROVAL: 
(Signature required) 

POLICY # : 
 

PAGE: 
 

Review Date
  

Date Revised 

REVIEW CYCLE: 
 

BOARD APPROVAL DATE: 
(If Applicable) 

 

DATE ISSUED: 
3/09 
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APPENDIX III 
 

LA CROSSE COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES 
POLICY AND PROCEDURES 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    
   To establish Justice Sanctions procedure for out of county OWI  
   convictions.  
       Requirements:  

1. Resident of La Crosse County at the time of conviction. 
2. Current Resident of La Crosse County. 
3. Client must serve mandatory 48 hours jail time prior to Justice 

Sanctions participation.  
      
 
 

1. People convicted of OWI-2 and assessed as irresponsible use will pre-pay for 
Electronic Monitoring and will complete Electronic Monitoring Only. There is a 
general assignment to a Justice Sanctions Social Worker. 
 

2. People convicted of OWI-2 and assessed as dependent will follow the same 
procedure as if the conviction occurred in La Crosse.  

 
3. People convicted of an OWI-3 and any other intoxicated driver referred from 

another county will follow the same guidelines as La Crosse County referrals. 
  

a. Notification of choice will be faxed on letterhead to the Judge in the 
County of Conviction. 

 
 
 
 

 

SECTION:   
Justice Sanctions 

SUBJECT:  Out of County Convictions – La 
Crosse Resident 

PREPARED BY: 
Jane Klekamp 

MANAGER APPROVAL: 
(Signature required) 

POLICY # : 
 

PAGE: 
 

Review Date 
 

6/09  

Date Revised 
 

3/09 

REVIEW CYCLE: 
 

BOARD APPROVAL DATE: 
(If Applicable) 

POLICY TITLE:  Procedure for out of county convictions 

DATE ISSUED: 
9/6/07 

PURPOSE: 
 

POLICY/PROCEDURE: 
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APPENDIX IV 
 

LA CROSSE COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES 
POLICY AND PROCEDURES 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 To establish procedure for serving a sentence when a non-resident 
 is convicted of an OWI in La Crosse County. 
 
  
 

1. Instruct the attorney or the client to phone the county of residence to determine if 
they will take the participant on Huber. If so, the participant may serve the time in 
the county of residence.  JOC must reflect this. It is the responsibility of the 
client/attorney to contact the Judge to modify the JOC.  

 
2. If the county of residence will NOT take the client or the client does not wish to 

serve time in Huber, the client will be assessed for referral to the OWI Treatment 
Court Program or complete the jail time.  Proximity and feasibility of OWI 
Treatment Court participation will be considered before acceptance.  

 
3. If the client is convicted of an OWI 2nd, the client must complete a chemical 

dependency assessment in the county where he/she resides. If assessed as an 
Irresponsible User, the participant can complete their time on Electronic 
Monitoring (prepay rules apply).  If assessed as dependent, he/she can either 
enroll in the OWI Treatment Court Program if eligible or complete their jail time.  
Proximity and feasibility of OWI Treatment Court participation will be 
considered before acceptance.  

  
 
 
 
 

SECTION:   
Justice Sanctions 

SUBJECT:  OWI Conviction in La Crosse 
County & Non-Resident of La Crosse County 

PREPARED BY: 
Jane Klekamp 

MANAGER APPROVAL: 
(Signature required) 

POLICY # : 
 

PAGE: 
 

Review Date 
 

6/23/09  

Date Revised 
 

3/09 

REVIEW CYCLE: 
 

BOARD APPROVAL DATE: 
(If Applicable) 

DATE ISSUED: 
6/07 

POLICY TITLE:   Procedure- Non Resident OWI Conviction in La Crosse County  

PURPOSE: 
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APPENDIX V 
LA CROSSE COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES 

POLICY AND PROCEDURES 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
  OWI 2nd Referral Process and EM Procedure 
 
  To outline procedure for OWI 2nd Referrals to Justice Sanction   
                                    OWI 2nd Referrals will: (unless the Judge orders otherwise) 
 

• Report to Justice Sanctions to sign the pre-participation guidelines. 
• Colors Assigned:  Alcohol – Red before 9 and a UA Color at lowest level of 

testing. 
• Appointment with Social Worker to discuss assessment process and rules.  
• PBT color changes to Violet. 
• Referral will commit to pursuing a Driver Safety Plan Assessment (DSP). 
• Social Worker will refer to appropriate provider for DSP assessment which will 

determine Irresponsible Use / Irresponsible Use – Borderline or Suspected 
Dependence/Dependence. 

• Referral will report the scheduled assessment date and time. 
• Referral will report when scheduled appointment is completed. 
• Assessment of Irresponsible Use/Irresponsible Use – Borderline indicates that the 

referral can serve their jail sentence on Electronic Monitoring on the condition 
that they had no missed or positive test violations in the interim. 

• A missed or positive test may result in reporting to jail as court records indicate.  
• Suspected Dependence/Dependence have a choice to participate in the 
      OWI Treatment Court or serve their time in jail. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SECTION:   
Justice Sanctions 

SUBJECT:  OWI 2nd Referral Process and EM 
Procedure 

PREPARED BY: 
Jane Klekamp 

MANAGER APPROVAL: 
(Signature required) 

POLICY # : 
 

PAGE: 
 

Review Date 
 

6/09  

Date revised 
 

2/09 

REVIEW CYCLE: 
 

BOARD APPROVAL DATE: 
(If Applicable) 

POLICY TITLE:  

PURPOSE: 
   

DATE ISSUED: 
11/19/08 
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APPENDIX VI 
LA CROSSE COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES 

POLICY AND PROCEDURES 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      POLICY TITLE:  Victim Impact Panels 
 
      PURPOSE:  To Provide OWI Offenders the Victim’s Experience 
 
       POLICY/[PROCEDURE:  
      
     VICTIM IMPACT PANELS (1997) 
     Victim Impact Panels were originally established for the OWI Program participants.    
     At the request of the court, the Justice Sanctions Program organizes quarterly Victim  
     Impact Panels for offenders who are convicted of a second offense and above drunk  
     driving offense. 
 
     During sentencing, the court gives the opportunity for the convicted person to attend  
     the Victim Impact Panel.  If the person attends the panel, 10 days are reduced from the   
     jail sentence.  If the person does not attend the panel, he or she sits the final 10 days in  
     the secure jail.  
 
     OWI Treatment Court participants are required to attend a Victim Impact Panel before  
     they are allowed to commence from the program.  The Victim Impact Panel can be  
     attended in any one of the Phases. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SECTION:   
Justice Sanctions 

SUBJECT:  Victim Impact Panel 

PREPARED BY: 
Jane Klekamp 

MANAGER APPROVAL: 
(Signature required) 

POLICY # : 
 

PAGE: 
 

Review Date
  
3/09  

Date Revised 

REVIEW CYCLE: 
 

BOARD APPROVAL DATE: 
(If Applicable) 

 

DATE ISSUED: 
1997 



 23

APPENDIX VII 
 

LA CROSSE COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES 
POLICY AND PROCEDURES 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      POLICY TITLE:  OWI -No Color Assigned - Random Drug Testing  
 
      PURPOSE:  Describe the protocol for calling a court participant in for a UA  
                           Test when a testing color is not assigned.  
 
       POLICY/[PROCEDURE:  
      
       Responsible Staff:  OWI Treatment Court social worker. 
        

1. OWI Treatment Court Team will review the progress of the participant during team 
meetings. 

2. Team will decide if there is a need to call the participant in for a random test. 
3. OWI Treatment Court social worker will contact the participant to come in to test. 
4. Participant may be instructed to test at Justice Sanctions on the day of court. 
5. Social worker has the discretion to call participant in to test if deemed necessary.  
                       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SECTION:   
Justice Sanctions 

SUBJECT:  OWI No Color Assigned Random 
Drug Testing 

PREPARED BY: 
Jane Klekamp 

MANAGER APPROVAL: 
(Signature required) 

POLICY #  
 

PAGE: 
 

Review Date
  
  

Date Revised 

REVIEW CYCLE: 
 

BOARD APPROVAL DATE: 
(If Applicable) 

 

DATE ISSUED: 
4/09 
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APPENDIX VIII 
LA CROSSE COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES 

POLICY AND PROCEDURES 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    
    
                                 To establish the procedure and legal response that Law Enforcement will follow as   
         determined by Judge Scott Horne on 5/1/09 when OWI Treatment Court team requests a home visit. 
         Responsible Staff:  OWI Treatment Court Team and Law Enforcement 
 
POLICY/PROCEDURE: Procedure is based on the signed consent court     
participants agree to when signing the OWI Treatment Court Contract; item 6a: 

 
6. a  “I agree that any member of the OWI Treatment Court Team, my treatment providers, 
the OWI Treatment Court Judge, the Probation and Parole agent, and Law Enforcement 
officers working with the OWI Treatment Court Program may request such a sample of my 
breath, blood, or urine from me and upon reasonable suspicion, request that I submit to a 
search of my person, vehicle, or home at any time.”  
 
Judge Horne’s 5/1/09 information states procedure will occur as follows: 
 
1. The consent is far less than probable cause, it may allow random tests but may preclude 

random searches. 
2. The consent does allow searches where we the treatment team (or the officer, based on 

information developed at the scene) can point to articulable facts leading the treatment 
team or the officer to believe the participant may be using. 

3. The team may request random tests and searches based on reasonable suspicion. 
4. Officers may search on their own if they develop information during a contact requested 

by the team which allows the officer reasonable suspicion to believe alcohol may be 
found. 

5. The officer can search refrigerators as part of a search based on a request by the team to 
conduct a search or reasonable suspicion developed by the officer. 

a. This puts the officer in a lawful position to make observations.  
b. What they see in a lawful position can be seized.  

 
 
 

SECTION:   
Justice Sanctions 

SUBJECT: OWI Treatment Court request to 
have Law Enforcement conduct a home visit  

PREPARED BY: 
Becky Paggi 

MANAGER APPROVAL: 
(Signature required) 

POLICY # : 
 

PAGE: 
 

Review Date
  

Date Revised 

REVIEW CYCLE: 
 

BOARD APPROVAL DATE: 
(If Applicable) 

POLICY TITLE:  Law Enforcement Home Visit Procedure and Legal Response 

PURPOSE: 

DATE ISSUED: 
5/09 
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APPENDIX IX 
 

LA CROSSE COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES 
POLICY AND PROCEDURES 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      
      PURPOSE:  To outline the procedure that Justice Sanctions staff and the client  
       must follow when referred for possible participation in the OWI Treatment   
       Court Program. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SECTION:   
Justice Sanctions 

SUBJECT:  Court Referral for Possible 
Participation in OWI Treatment Court 

PREPARED BY: 
Jane Klekamp 

MANAGER APPROVAL: 
(Signature required) 

POLICY # : 
 

PAGE: 
 

Review Date
  

Date Revised 
 

3/09 

REVIEW CYCLE: 
 

BOARD APPROVAL DATE: 
(If Applicable) 

DATE ISSUED: 
12/2006 

POLICY TITLE:    Procedure for Referral to OWI Treatment Court 

POLICY/PROCEDURE:  
 

1. The sentencing court orders the defendant to report to Justice Sanctions for possible  
participation in OWI Treatment Court.   

2. If the defendant presents at Justice Sanctions he or she will be informed of the  
OWI Treatment Court Program requirements.   

3. If the defendant chooses to enroll, drug and alcohol testing will begin immediately  
and pre-participation guidelines will be signed. 

4. If the defendant is undecided about participating, he or she will be given one week 
 to decide about participation. 

5. After seven days, Justice Sanctions will attempt to contact those who have not yet  
communicated a decision with contact information available to staff. 

6. If no contact is made or if Justice Sanctions doesn’t hear from the potential participant, 
a letter will be sent to the participant and the jail informing them that the person will  
not be participating in OWI Treatment Court.  

7. People referred to the OWI Treatment Court who do not contact Justice Sanctions  
8. will be given one week to make contact before the non-participation letter is sent.  
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APPENDIX X 
 

LA CROSSE COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES 
POLICY AND PROCEDURES 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
  
 
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SECTION:   
Justice Sanctions 

SUBJECT: Transferring a Client from Bond to OWI 
Treatment Court 

PREPARED BY: 
Jane Klekamp 

MANAGER APPROVAL: 
(Signature required) 

POLICY # : 
 

PAGE: 
 

Review Date
  

Date Revised 
 

REVIEW CYCLE: 
 

BOARD APPROVAL DATE: 
(If Applicable) 

POLICY TITLE:    Transferring a Client from Bond to OWI Treatment Court 

PURPOSE:   To provide a procedure for staff when a client is referred to OWI Treatment Court 
after being supervised by Justice Sanctions on bond. 

POLICY/PROCEDURE: 
 

1. Determine if the client has been on supervision as a condition of bond. 
2. If the client has not been on supervision, follow the “OWI Court Pre-Participation Guidelines”. 
3. If the client has been on supervision, maintain the current level of drug and alcohol testing  

by modifying the pre participation guidelines. 
4. OWI Treatment Court Coordinator will review testing and determine appropriate level after  

meeting with the participant.  
 
 

DATE ISSUED: 
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Appendix XI 
LA CROSSE COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES 

POLICY AND PROCEDURES 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      POLICY TITLE:  OWI Treatment Court –Department of Corrections  
                                     Temporary Protocol  
 
      PURPOSE:  Describe the protocol for communication between Department of  
                            Corrections and OWI Treatment Court staff. 
 
       POLICY/[PROCEDURE:  
   OWI TREATMENT COURT TEMPORARY PROTOCOL  

 
The problem-solving court approach is one that has been rapidly growing nationwide throughout 
the justice system over the last few decades.  The most commonly known problem-solving court 
is the drug-treatment court but a wide range of specialized courts including mental health, 
juvenile, domestic violence, re-entry, etc., are being developed to specifically address the 
underlying issues related to criminal behavior.  These courts work across disciplines and with 
other institutions to deploy interventions that treat the offender while also holding them 
accountable for criminal actions.  (Wisconsin Supreme Court) 
 
Until an agent is permanently appointed to the OWI Treatment Court the following protocol will 
be utilized:  
 
1.  Within in the first week of each month, OWI Treatment Court Coordinators will send reports  
     to the La Crosse County Department of Corrections Supervisors with the following  
     information:   

a.  OWI Treatment Court participants who are on supervision  
b.  The supervising agent 
 

2.  The OWI Treatment Court Team will inform DOC Staff of the following information no later  
     than the next business day: 
 a.  New charges or arrests 
 b.  Positive tests 
 c.  Court ordered detentions/releases 

SECTION:   
Justice Sanctions 

SUBJECT:  OWI Treatment Court –Department 
of Corrections Temporary Protocol  

PREPARED BY: 
Jane Klekamp 

MANAGER APPROVAL: 
(Signature required) 

POLICY #  
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Review Date
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Date Revised 

REVIEW CYCLE: 
 

BOARD APPROVAL DATE: 
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DATE ISSUED: 
2/09 
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 d.  Dates of expulsion hearing 
 
3.  OWI Treatment Court/Probation Status Reports are only to be completed and sent to the court 
the Thursday before court if one of the following actions listed below occur:         

a.  New charges or arrests 
b.  Positive tests  
c.  Violation (Attach DOC 5 to report) 
d.  Apprehension Request issued 

 
4.  DOC staff will notify OWI Treatment Court staff by Email within one business day if the 
following action occurs. 

a.  Custody/Release 
 
5.  The OWI Treatment Court Coordinators will email the Treatment Court’s response to the   
Department of Corrections report within two business days of the participant’s court    
appearance.  
 
6.  Participants in OWI Treatment Court will be detained under the Mandatory Detention Policy   
according to 7.1.06 
 
7. Information sharing and direct dialogue is critical during expulsion hearings.  The agent may    
attend expulsion hearings and provide the OWI Treatment Court Team with a verbal summary of 
the participant’s adjustment. 
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Appendix XII 
 

LA CROSSE COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES 
POLICY AND PROCEDURES 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      POLICY TITLE: OWI Treatment Court Team Communication to Resolve      
     Crisis. 
 
      PURPOSE:  Describe the protocol for addressing crisis situations outside of the         
     OWI Treatment Court team meetings. 
 
       POLICY/[PROCEDURE: Situations requiring team attention outside of the 
     scheduled team meeting will be addressed with the following procedure: 
                                                 

1. The person receiving the request will contact the treatment court supervisor to 
determine if the situation is a crisis requiring immediate attention.  If the 
supervisor is unavailable, a probation supervisor or the Justice Sanctions manager 
may be consulted. 

2. If determined the situation is a crisis, the following people will be contacted:  the 
judge, the probation agent, the prosecutor, the defense attorney, the coordinator, 
and the treatment representative.  Contact may be made by phone or email. 

3. The supervisor will allow one hour for responses.  If no response is received, the 
supervisor will make the decision without input from the entire team. 

 
 

SECTION:   
Justice Sanctions 

SUBJECT:  Protocol for Treatment Team 
Intervention outside of team meetings 
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REVIEW CYCLE: 
 

BOARD APPROVAL DATE: 
(If Applicable) 

 

DATE ISSUED: 
5/09 



 30

LA CROSSE COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES 
POLICY AND PROCEDURES 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     POLICY TITLE: OWI Treatment Court eligibility substance dependent eligibility.  
 
     PURPOSE:  To identify eligibility for OWI 2nd’s and up when referred to OWI     
     Treatment Court if assessed as substance dependent and not alcohol dependent.  
 
       POLICY/[PROCEDURE:  

1. An OWI Treatment Court referral is eligible for OWI Treatment Court 
participation if found substance dependent and not alcohol dependent.  

 

SECTION:   
Chemical Health & Justice Sanctions 

SUBJECT:  OWI TX Court referrals eligibility if 
determined substance dependent 
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DATE ISSUED: 
8/09 


